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God:  A Dad for Dad’s
God took the strength of a mountain, the majesty of a tree, the warmth of 
a summer sun, the calm of a quiet sea, the generous soul of nature, the 
comforting arm of night, the wisdom of the ages, the power of the eagle’s 
flight, the joy of a morning in spring, the faith of a mustard seed, the 
patience of eternity, the depth of a family need. Then God combined these 
qualities. When there was nothing more to add, he knew his masterpiece 
was complete. And so, he called it Dad.

This Sunday, Father’s Day, is an occasion to celebrate God’s gift of fathers.  
Fathers, like mothers, have the blessing, privilege and responsibility of 
sharing our Heavenly Father’s love and care with their children. Our 
heavenly Father shows us what a good father looks like: He is constant 
and consistent in his love for his children, and always willing to be gracious 
and merciful when they fail him and ask for new beginnings. Of course, 
earthly fathers are not perfect! (I certainly am not). But God is a Heavenly 
Father to fathers too. God is patient with dads when they fail him and 
their children; and with God’s guidance and help, dads can learn to be 
better dads. Humbling ourselves before God and our children, we find our 
Heavenly Father at work helping and healing us. Blessings to all fathers of 
our school community this coming weekend! Above all, may you know the 
peace and joy of life as a child of God yourself, as you care for your little 
ones in his name.

Submitted by Pastor Greg

Upcoming Events
WEEK 6 - BOOK WEEK
THURS 29 AUG
• Meet the Author Morning
FRI 30 AUG
• Book Week Dress Up Parade

• Last day for Scholastic Book orders

WEEK 7
MON 2 SEP
• Yr 1 Gorge Wildlife Park
TUES 3 SEP
• AFL Clinic Yr 2-6
WED 4 SEP
• AFL Clinic Yr 2-6
THU 5 SEP
• School Tour 6:15pm
FRI 6 SEP
• Pupil Free Day

• Shed Men

WEEK 8
TUES 10 SEP
• AFL Clinic Yr 2-6
WED 11 SEP
• AFL Clinic Yr 2-6



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Wakakirri

From the Principal
WELCOME TO ST PAUL
We warmly welcome Matthias Raouf and his family 
to the St Paul community. Matthias has joined Miss 
Lethborg’s Year 1 classroom. Please assist us in making 
the Raouf family feel welcome and keep them in your 
prayers.

WAKAKIRRI
It was an absolute pleasure last Thursday night to be 
present during the final preparations for the Year 5 
and 6 students’ Wakakirri performance. Waiting for a 
full day after morning rehearsals, to then discover we 
were the opening item at the Entertainment Centre, 
to then remaining to watch all of the performances for 
the night, our students were exemplary in representing 
St Paul. What a fantastic performance we were treated 
to! The judges gave great feedback on the night about 
St Paul’s well-rehearsed and disciplined performance, 
and the commitment from each student to their roles. 
Every student should be very proud of what they 
achieved, and I thank them, and the teachers and other 
volunteers involved, for the huge amount of work in 
preparations, props and costumes, and rehearsals.

Stop Press - The St Paul Wakakirri team have been 
awarded a Story Award for Division 1 schools. 
(Best Global Awareness Award)

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
To all of the St Paul Dads – Happy Father’s Day! This 
Sunday is a day to celebrate the great job that fathers 
do. For the school drop-offs, the sporting runs on 
weekends and evenings, the volunteering at school, and 
the many other great and small things that you do to 
raise wonderful children. I pray blessings upon you all 
as you celebrate this weekend, and as you continue to 
do great things as Dads every day.

It’s also a timely reminder about the Shed Men group 
at St Paul. If you would like to hear about Shed Men 
events, you can subscribe to their newsletter at http://
eepurl.com/dqUstr

SUPPORT STAFF WEEK 2019
Did you know that we have as many support staff at 
St Paul as we do teachers? They are the staff who do 
everything around the school to support the teaching 
and learning program and the running of the school in 
general. St Paul would simply not be able to operate 
without these wonderful people. Please join me in 
thanking all of these staff members for the selfless work 
that they do.

Leila Mattner|Principal

From the Deputy Principal
PROJECT BASED LEARNING
You would be very familiar by now with the deep 
integrated units of inquiry that students experience 
in each year level. Sometimes these types of units 
are known as Project Based Learning. Project Based 
Learning is student centred approach intended to 
give students the chance to develop knowledge and 
skills through engaging projects with links to the ‘real 
world’. This is traditionally a middle school or high 
school methodology but teachers have employed it 
with great success at St Paul across all year levels. The 
Peace Garden, JP Playground and Nature Play area, 
all redesigned by students in Reception to Year 2, are 
examples of these units coming to life at St Paul.

http://eepurl.com/dqUstr 
http://eepurl.com/dqUstr 


In September, Mrs Karly Voigt and Mrs Nicole Tew 
will present to an AISSA project group which aims 
to develop Project Based Learning in schools and 
promote student engagement and deep learning. One 
of the goals of the project is to work with teachers and 
schools that have successfully implemented Project 
Based Learning both nationally and internationally. St 
Paul is the only primary school to present to this group 
and the invitation to do so is fantastic recognition for 
the work of all teachers at St Paul. 

St Paul staff leading the professional development 
of other teachers and schools is becoming a regular 
occurrence. Later this week the entire staff (admin 
staff included) of Saint Martin’s Lutheran College from 
Mt Gambier spend a day of professional learning 
with us and on the weekend St Paul features as one 
of 4 case study schools at the EChO (Early Childhood 
Organisation SA) conference ‘Leading the Way with the 
Child in Mind’. Last week we had representatives from 
Catholic Education touring classrooms and the week 
before, it was Waikerie Lutheran Primary School. Next 
week we are also hosting the leadership team of Xavier 
College who are establishing a new campus at Two 
Wells, including their first R-6 classes. This is incredible 
validation for the work of all of the staff at St Paul. 

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
FATHER’S DAY STALL
A HUGE thank you to 
Maryanne Campbell-
Hand and our wonderful 
parent volunteers for the 
organisation of the Father’s 
Day Stall on Tuesday morning. 
This was a special opportunity 
for children to purchase from 
an array of beautiful gifts for their dads and special 
males in their life. We are truly blessed to have an 
amazing group of volunteers who give up their time to 
support our school community. If your child received 
an IOU slip, your child can collect their Father’s Day gift 
from the office until Friday. 

PUPIL FREE DAY- FRIDAY 6 SEPTEMBER
Just a reminder that next Friday 6 September is a Pupil 
Free Day. SPLASH is available for care on this day. 
Please contact the SPLASH team to secure your place.

CONCERT HELPERS WANTED FOR OUR 2019 CONCERT- 
27 & 28 SEPTEMBER
As concert is fast approaching, we are looking for 
volunteers to help with various jobs. If you are able to 
help out, please leave your name at the front office. 

• Ushers for the matinee and evening performance

 • Help setting up chairs

An order form for Concert Tickets has been sent home. 
Tickets will be allocated on a first come, first serve 
basis with a maximum of four tickets per family for the 
evening performance. If you or someone from your 
family require wheelchair access, please let an office 
staff member know. Please note that due to limited 
space, basinets and strollers will need to be left at the 
front door.



SAVE THE DATE:

PJ DAY-RAISING MONEY FOR CHILDHOOD CANCER - 
GOLD COIN DONATION
The St Paul Student Representative Council have 
decided to have a Pyjama Day to raise money for 
Childhood Cancer Research . Dress up in your favourite 
pair of PJ’s on Friday 20 September (week 9). More 
information to come, closer to the date.

PICNIC IN THE PARK
Sunday 3 November (Family event) On the park. We’d 
love to make this a special family event with plenty of 
activities and fun. If you’d like to help with the planning 
and organisation, please email Carly cbergen@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
BOOK WEEK 2019
Book Week is here and the winners are in! 
The Children’s Book Council of Australia have 
announced their award winners. For more information 
check out the Children’s Book Council of Australia 
website: http://cbca.org.au

Book of the Year: Early Childhood
Winner: Tricky’s Bad Day written and illustrated by 
Alison Lester.

Book of the Year: Younger Readers
Winner: His Name was Walter written by Emily Rodda.

Picture Book of the Year
Winner: Cicada written and illustrated by Shaun Tan.

Crichton Award for New Illustrators
Winner: Grandma Z illustrated by Daniel Gray-Barnett.

Eve Pownall Award for Information Books
Winner: Sorry Day written by Coral Vass.

We will find out who wins St Paul Book of the Year 
during Book Week assembly on Friday. Don’t forget 
Dress Up day, also on Friday (30th), when students can 
come dressed as their favourite book characters. All 
students will have a chance to show off their costumes 
at the annual Dress Up Parade during assembly.

Wendy McLeod |Library Resource Manager

SPLASH 

By today you will have received Vacation Care forms, 
please note that these are due to be returned by 
Friday 20 September. Also a reminder that SPLASH will 
be running a full day session on Friday September 6 
for the pupil free day. Places are still available and we 
recommend that you return your booking form by this 
Friday.

SAPSASA SOCCER TEAM INCLUSION
Congratulations and best wishes to Shakeb Askari 
who has been selected in the Adelaide North East 
SAPSASA District soccer team. Shakeb and his team are 
scheduled to play in the annual State Carnival in Week 
8. Well done Shakeb!

Jess Lampshire and Kym Mickan
SAPSASA Coordinators

SUMMER UNIFORM AND HATS 
From September 1, children are required to wear hats 
outside for recess and lunch time play, as well as for 
outdoor PE lessons. The official changeover to summer 
uniform takes place at the beginning of Term Four. 
However, students have the option of wearing summer 
uniform in September. Please note that students 
should wear the white and maroon St Paul socks with 
summer uniform. If you require any additional uniform 
items including hats ready for next week, please contact 
Jane Sabel in the school office. Our Uniform and 
SunSmart Policies are available for viewing at: http://
www.stpaulba.sa.edu.au/enrolment/uniform/

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
The closing date for Issue 6 Scholastic Book Club order
is Friday 30 August. Orders can be placed online by
going to www.scholastic.com.au

SHED MEN
The next shed men BBQ will be at Leon Semmens’ 
house Friday 6 September 2019.

mailto: cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
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St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

HAVE YOU DOWNLOADED THE ST PAUL APP?
We have noticed that there are still a few families that haven’t downloaded 
the App. In the near future, the App will be an important way the school will 
communicate with families, and it is an easy way for you to communicate 
with the school. For example, one of the features of the App is the “Quick 
Links” tab. You can access your child’s information and your financial 
information by logging into the “Spider Parent Portal” The login for this 
is the same as your App login. Please contact the school office if you are 
having trouble logging in. 

Church News
BIBLE GIFTING TODAY AT CHAPEL
This morning at Chapel, our St Paul Congregation gave Bibles to all of our 
Reception students. Following on from our Celebration Worship where 
we gifted to students in attendance, we now have shared God’s word 
with all of our Receptions. Thank you so much to our church members 
who assisted with the handing out and also spending some valuable time 
reading in the classroom with our students. Photos to follow soon!

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH 
St Paul Youth is for young people in school years 6 to 8.  We meet on the 
1st and 3rd Friday of the month during school terms. Our Next SPY is 
on Friday 6 September at 7pm. We are going on an excursion so please 
contact Nicole if you would like the details on 0412 686 342.

PLAYGROUP
Playgroup at St Paul is on each Tuesday during school terms, from 9:00am-
10:30am in the hall. Children 0-5 and their parents/carers are invited to 
gather for a time of play, story and song. Cost $2 per family.

SAVE YOUR BREAD TAGS!
We need your bread bag tags! In conjunction 
with 107.9 Life, we (school and church) are 
collecting bread bag tags. These are sold to 
a South Australian company in Robe called 
Transmutation. The company recycles the 
tags into bowls, door knobs and floor tiles. 
The money from the sale of bread bag tags 
to this company is used to buy wheelchairs 
for the disabled in South Africa. Instead of 
throwing them away, we can recycle them 
and we can all do our bit for the environment, reduce landfill and help 
others.  Please place your tags in the jar at the front office. 

Thanks for your help.


